
Extract PDF 
Notes: This python scripts scrapes PDFs from a Delinquent tax payer report from different counties and 
creates a csv output file with the following items: Property Number, Prior Years Tax, Prior Years 
Penalty, Spring Tax, Spring Penalty, Fall Tax, Fall Penalty, Total Tax, Total Penalty, Prior Years Fee, 
Prior Years Cost, Fall Tax Fee, Fall Penalty Cost, Total Tax Fee, Total Penalty Cost.  The filename is 
unique and is based on the county name listed at the top of the PDF.  The output file is named with the 
county name. 
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Python Code (20190712_ExtractPDF.py) 

# Read and dump PDF file data to text file 

# Accumatch 

# by Michael Keller 

# June 28, 2019 

# requires pdfplumber, re 

 

# libraries 

import pdfplumber 

import re 

 

# Booleans 

removeCommas = True 

makeCSV = True 

countyFound = False 

Property_Found = False 

propertyFound = False 

 

# Variables 

outputType = '.csv' 

outputFile = '' 

filename = '' 

count = 0 

outString = [] 

tempString = '' 

lineLength = 20 

chars = set(' 0123456789.') 

spaces = '\s{2,}' 

space = ' ' 

nospace = '' 

comma = ',' 

period = '.' 

_return = '\r' 

regProperty = '\d{2}[-]\d{2}[-]\d{2}[-]\d{3}[-]\d{3}[.]\d{3}[-]\d{3}' 

colHeadings = 'Property Number,Prior Years Tax,Prior Years Penalty,Spring Tax,Spring Penalty,Fall 
Tax,Fall Penalty,Total Tax,Total Penalty,Prior Years Fee,Prior Years Cost,Fall Tax Fee,Fall 
Penalty Cost,Total Tax Fee,Total Penalty Cost' 



 

# Messages 

messageRun = 'Reading \'input.pdf\' file . . .' 

messageSaveBeg = 'Saving \'' 

messageSaveEnd = '\' file . . .' 

messageEOL = '. . . end of line' 

 

# PDF File Open 

pdf = pdfplumber.open("input.pdf") 

 

print(messageRun) 

 

for page in pdf.pages: 

    p1 = pdf.pages[count] 

    count = count + 1 

    pltext = p1.extract_text() 

    text = pltext.splitlines() 

 

    for item in text: 

        # Search for Property number in line read from PDF 

        Property_Found = re.search(regProperty, item) 

        # First line of good data in PDF 

        if(Property_Found is not None): 

            propertyFound = True 

            Property = item[Property_Found.start():Property_Found.end()] 

            # Grab the rest of the line using the Property found variable 

            restOfLine = item[Property_Found.end():len(item)].strip() 

            # Take out commas in amounts and other fields 

            restOfLine = restOfLine.replace(comma,nospace) 

            # Remove double spaces in rest of line 

            restOfLine_mod = re.sub(spaces, space, restOfLine) 

            # Split from the left nine ways 

            carp = restOfLine_mod.rsplit(' ',9) 

            # Add only the last nine items or amount found from the split 

            tempString = str(Property) + comma + str(carp[2]) + comma + str(carp[3]) + comma + 
str(carp[4]) + comma + str(carp[5]) + comma + str(carp[6]) + comma + str(carp[7]) + comma + 
str(carp[8]) + comma + str(carp[9]) 



        elif((propertyFound) and (len(item) > lineLength) and (set(item).issubset(chars))): 

            propertyFound = False 

            # Add blank to make lines from different files similar 

            carp1 = ' ' + item 

            #print(carp1) 

            # Take out commas in amounts and other fields 

            carp2 = carp1.replace(comma,nospace) 

            # Remove double spaces in rest of line 

            carp3 = re.sub(spaces, space, carp2) 

            # Split from the left five ways 

            carp4 = carp3.rsplit(' ',6) 

            outString.append(tempString + comma + str(carp4[1]) + comma + str(carp4[2]) + comma + 
str(carp4[3]) + comma + str(carp4[4]) + comma + str(carp4[5]) + comma + str(carp4[6])) 

        else: 

            # Numbers change on the Howard file at page 277 

            if(countyFound == False): 

                # Do not run this if statement again i.e. change boolean to True 

                countyFound = True 

                # Read first line in PDF and create filename based on the text found 

                filename = text[3].strip() 

                # Create filename based on county name found in PDF 

                outputFile = filename + outputType 

 

#PDF File Close 

pdf.close() 

 

print(messageSaveBeg + outputFile + messageSaveEnd) 

 

# Create and open output file 

file = open(outputFile,'w') 

 

# Write out lines from array 

file.write(colHeadings + _return) 

 

# Now dump string array into file 

for taxLine in outString: 

    if (makeCSV): 



        taxLine = taxLine.replace(space,comma) 

    file.write(taxLine + _return) 

 

print(messageEOL) 

 

file.close() 

 

# EOF         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Python Output 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CSV Output 
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